
Intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIg) infusion

Intravenous immunoglobulin is also called IVIg. It is a treatment used to reduce fever and infl ammation in Kawasaki 
Disease and helps to protect children’s hearts from being damaged. 

You’ll need to go to hospital to receive IVIg treatment. It is given through a drip directly into your vein. This is called 
intravenous or IV therapy which is a common and safe procedure. 

IVIg is made from blood donated by lots of healthy people to make a concentrated solution of antibodies 
(immunoglobulins). IVIg is tested and screened to protect patients from diseases and goes through processes that 
destroys viruses so the risk of infection is very low.

Research has shown that IVIg can reduce fever and the risk of heart problems for children aff ecetd by Kawasaki Disease.

If a child needs IVIg, the doctor will dicuss with the patient/parents the likely benefi ts, any risks and if there are any 
alternatives. 

What to expect with an IVIg infusion
An IV is inserted into a vein, which may cause some brief pain and discomfort. The drug is given very slowly and it takes 
a number of hours for the IVIg to be adminsitered. A pump ensures it is delivered over the correct time frame. Most 
children feel comfortable and no diff erent to usual during their IVIg infusion. Blood pressure, temperature and pulse will 
all be regularly checked while recieiving the treatment.

Symptoms should improve within 36 hours of being IVIg. If the fever doesn’t improve after 36 hours a second dose of 
IVIg may be given.

What are the risks?
Some children can experience mild side eff ects with IVIg infusions, including tiredness, headache, tummy and back pain 
and nausea. These are usually minor and not dangerous. Very rarely, more serious side eff ects can occur, such as:

• shortness of breath or wheezing
• tongue/throat swelling
• chest tightness
• skin rash
• dizziness
• low blood pressure
• visual disturbance
• very severe headache
• blood clots.

Patients will be carefully monitored during their infusion and undergo frequesnt checks including temperature, heart 
rate, breathing rate and blood pressure. Sometimes, these side eff ects can occur 24 hours after the infusion has been 
completed. Any of the side eff ects listed above – or any other symptoms – should be reported to a doctor or nurse 
immediately.

IVIg may aff ect how the immune system reacts following vaccinations, and this can make the vaccine less eff ective, so 
it’s best to avoid vaccinations for at least six weeks after having IVIg.
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